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The University rf Dayton 
DOCUMENTARY PHOTOGRAPHER 
SHOWS WORK IN PRESTIGIOUS NEW YORK GALLERY 
News Release 
Oct. 26, 1990 
Contact: Teri Rizvi 
DAYTON, Ohio -- Jack Teemer pokes around 1n people's back-
yards. He pops up in churches that feed the homeless. He peers 
at RTA bus riders and paces the sidewalks of impoverished Ap-
palachian neighborhoods. 
As a documentary photographer, Teemer uses the camera's lens 
to focus in on urban life, where the working class -- particular-
ly its children -- often live on society's edge. His collection 
of color photographs of "Children at Play" is currently receiving 
national exposure at the prestigious OK Harris Gallery in New 
York through Nov. 3. Shows in the gallery are booked at least 
two years in advance. 
"This exhibit is a great coup for Jack," says Jon Meyer, 
chair of the visual arts department at the University of Dayton. 
"The OK Harris Gallery is one of the top 10 galleries in the 
country." 
For two years, Teemer, an associate professor of visual arts, 
wandered through some of the poorest neighborhoods in Dayton, 
Cincinnati, New York and his hometown of Baltimore to capture 
images of children. "I wanted to produce a body of work that 
reveals human values and relationships, largely through the 
innocence of children, in working-class urban neighborhoods where 
people appear to live on the edge and who seem to have little 
control over their destiny," says Teemer. 
"While both disturbing and beautiful, I find this work 
reveals a duality between a chaotic and sometimes impoverished 
environment with that of a celebration, 1nnocence and love for 
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life." 
Included 1n the 34-image collection are children playing war 
with trash can lids and sticks, a youth midway through a jump off 
of a trailer -- "much like Christ ascending," says Teemer -- and 
dirty-faced toddlers clad only in disposable diapers, peering 
through a wrought-iron gate. "Some of it is right-in-your-face 
kind of stuff," says Teemer, noting that "the environment is on 
the edge all the time -- on the edge of abuse, on the edge of 
falling through the cracks." 
Teemer describes his work as an "extension of street photog-
raphy," a genre popular in the 1970s. "It's like a snapshot that 
records a moment, much like a family picture. It appears at first 
to be ordinary and without skill, but is actually highly formal 
and subject revealing." 
Teemer is one of seven local artists whose work is being 
exhibited through Nov. 17 in the "Portraits of Homelessness" 
exhibit at the Lazarus Art Gallery downtown. His exhibits of 
"Children at Play" and "Personal Spaces" -- images of ethnic, 
working-class backyards -- have been shown in Dayton and Bal-
timore. In 1981, he spent four months riding RTA bus 12, taking 
photographs of fellow passengers for an exhibition at UD. 
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For media interviews, contact Jack Teemer at (513) 229-2207. 
Teemer resides in Oakwood. For a black-and-white reprint of one 
of Teemer's "Children at Play" photos, contact Teri Rizvi in the 
public relations office at (513) 229-3241. Teemer also has color 
photos. 
